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age to leave the asylum; but I think this difficulty
is one which by foresight and judgment may be
greatly diminished, and in any case that the pro-
posed remedy is worse than the evil, and it will,
I presume, be admitted that unless a military life is
to be compulsory on the European soldier's son a
military governor and military discipline in the
asylum are not to be desired.

My honourable colleagues propose that the Euro-
pean boys should be sent to England, and there
admitted to a military school which should train
them for compulsory military service. Upon this
I would remark, first, that I think the apprehended
financial objection to the arrangement may really be
very considerable. The course proposed would at
all events imply the construction of a new military
school, and the creation of a new establishment which
must entail no unimportant expense. But, secondly,
it is not (as I understand), and I certainly think
that it ought not to be, proposed to force this
arrangement upon those applying on the part of the
sons of soldiers for admission to the benefits of the
asylum. And, being optional, I should not suppose
that the alternative would be to any considerable
extent accepted. The distaste for a military career
cannot be materially different, whether the enlist-
ment is to be in an English regiment stationed in
England or in an English regiment stationed in
India. There are some advantages (with no doubt
many disadvantages) in the Indian life of a soldier :
and there would always be this to consider, that the